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Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the principle of faith working through love 
in the promotion of justice, equality and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

 
Dear Catholic Daughters, 
 
Well now the adventure begins! We are all at the starting line of our new year of CDA. What 
tried and true projects will you be faithful to? What new and exciting project will you take on? 
While we all need to continue our support for old friends there are also new ones waiting around 
the corner who can use our help too, even if it is in service and not necessarily monetary. We 
should all try to take on one new project every year to keep the spark fresh. Who will you invite 
to your first meeting, and your second and your third, etc.? Never give up asking. The average 
person has to be asked three times to join. I’m your average person. Elly Sennott asked me three 
times before I finally agreed to come and see what CDA was all about. 
 
Some exciting news in August: 
On August 27th Court Queen of Peace #2724 celebrated their first Anniversary. There was a 
beautiful Mass at their home parish, St. Mary’s in Foxboro, celebrated by their pastor, Fr. Matt 
Westcott. A lovely reception followed in the church hall. Members of the State Board were able 
to join in the celebration. Congratulations to our CDA sisters in Foxboro! 
 
Members from Medway, Hudson, Framingham, and Foxboro joined together for an 
afternoon of food, fun, and fellowship along with some very nice Knights of Columbus, and Rev. 
Joseph Cassidy Council #5231 who did all the grilling and helped with cleanup too! It was a nice 
casual gathering enjoyed by all! Please see the picture on the next page. 
 

mailto:auntricia1951@yahoo.com


2 
 

 
 
A Message from Jean Rousseau, Spiritual Enhancement Chairwoman 
The warmth of our summer days has called us to enjoy a carefree spirit, relaxing and spending 
more quality time with family and friends. 
The glow of this season can give us time to reflect and renew our ideas and commitment for 
ways to serve in our families, communities and courts. Soon it will be Labor Day with the crisp 
days of fall fast approaching when we are ready to harvest. 
Let us turn to St. Joseph, patron of workers, and ask for his guidance and blessing 
for all workers and those seeking employment.  "St Joseph, model of those devoted to labor, 
obtain for us the grace to work with gratitude and joy, considering it an honor to employ and 
develop by means of labor the gifts received from God, to work with order, peace, moderation, 
patience and purity of intention. After your example, we do all for Jesus and all through Mary."    
(Pope Pius X) 
 

Just a reminder, we will be helping at the CatholicTV Telethon on Friday, 
September 15th from 3-6 pm. If you have good hearing, neat writing and patience we could use 
your help. Call me if you are interested. If you can’t take calls, MAKE CALLS. We would love 
to hear from you during the time frame we are covering the phones. Make sure you identify 
yourself as a Catholic Daughter. The telephone number for the Telethon is 617-923-3450. 
 
September 30th, we will be at “The Reason for Our Hope Conference” in Lowell to try to 
spark some interest in Catholic Daughters up in the Merrimack Valley area. Maybe we can gain 
some new members for the courts in the northern area or maybe even a new court in the area. 
Please pray for the success of this endeavor. 
 
TEAMWORK Do you want to make your court stronger? Strength comes in numbers. We have 
535 members in the State of Massachusetts. How many of those women are in your court? We 
all need more members and we all need more courts to survive. To that end we will be holding a 
workshop on communication, sharing, supporting and teamwork on Saturday, October 21st at 
Holy Cross Family Ministries. District Deputies, Court Officers, and Chairmen are definitely 
encouraged to attend but all members are invited because this affects all of us. At the October 
21st Workshop we will be handing out a small crucifix for each court. We urge each court to pass 
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the crucifix around among the members, including those who cannot come to the meetings. Sr. 
Ellen Powers, CSJ is composing a vocation prayer that will be distributed with the crucifix. 
Hopefully we will encourage, through our prayer and example, some young people to listen to 
God’s call and answer it. If Sister courts could help with rides or DDs help their assigned courts 
it would be good. Contact each other. The cost for the Workshop is $20.00 per person and 
includes lunch. A flyer is enclosed. 
 
Don’t forget GAMBIT! We need everyone to take part in this Youth Project to make it a 
success. Remember to send your form and check to your court GAMBIT Chairwoman so she can 
send it in to the State Chairwoman. This is Your Scholarship Program, let’s make it work! 
 
Congratulations to National Regent Helene Shepard for receiving the first Dorothy Day 
Award from SOAR (Support Our Aging Religious)! In honor of this prestigious event and in 
keeping with the theme of encouraging priestly and religious vocations, we sent a donation to the 
National Religious Vocations Conference in Helene’s name. We would invite all courts to take 
part in this donation by sending $25 to Carol Ghiloni, State Secretary, 23 Saint Clements Road, 
Medford, MA 02155.  The money that is collected will be used to make videos encouraging 
vocations to be shown at colleges and Young Adult groups. Sr. Ellen had asked us to consider 
this cause and Helene’s award came up at the same time so it seemed only fitting that we partake 
of a charitable event that the whole State of Massachusetts could be a part of while honoring 
Helene through a group act of Charity. 
 
Plans for the Christmas Party are coming along nicely. On December 3rd   
we will gather in Westboro at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 17 Willow 
Street. It is off Route 9. The mangers are being built even as I write. I hope you 
are writing your intentions and good deeds down and sending them to IPSR 
Mrs. Maureen Trainor, 77 Laurel Avenue, Bradford, MA 01835. We will 
use them to fill the mangers on the tables at the party and pray for all the intentions. They will 
soften the place where Jesus will lay. I hope you will come and pray and party with us. 
 
I would like to ask all courts to either elect or assign a member of the court to take part in the 
Convention Focus Group. Second Vice State Regent Patricia Adams and State Secretary Carol 
Ghiloni will facilitate the group. The purpose of the group is to find out why people have not 
been attending the State Convention and how we can realistically improve this problem. The first 
meeting will take place in November so please send the names of the chosen members to Pat 
Adams at patsy621@hotmail.com as soon as possible. Please do this at your first meeting so 
you do not forget. 
 
Some interest has been shown in getting the smaller Catholic Daughter scarves we had 
purchased before. New members and those who did not get them last time might like them. They 
are very nice to wear when an occasion calls for a more dressed up outfit, such the wakes and 
funerals of Catholic Daughters. The cost of the scarves will be $25.00. If anyone in your court is 
interested please contact IPSR Maureen Trainor at trainor77@aol.com or myself at the above 
number. 
 
There seems to be some confusion regarding the Sister Court Program that was instituted 
last December. The purpose of the program is to get communication lines going throughout the 
state of Massachusetts. Each court was assigned a Sister Court. The Regents of each court were 
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to contact each other and talk about what their court was doing each month. Maybe it was 
difficult for Regents to decide when to call. I would like to suggest that you call your sister 
Regent two days before your court meeting. Let them know what you have planned for the 
meeting. When this contact has been made you can follow up with a call two days after the 
meeting to say how the meeting went. Talk about your successes and your failures. That is what 
sisters do. After you get to know each other you can start by visiting each other’s courts and 
getting to know other members. Remember to let the Regent know if you are visiting a court. We 
all need each other to grow as Catholic Daughters but it works best if we know each other first. 
The Sister Court Pairings are as follow: 
Court Henry A. Sullivan, Danvers Court St. Clementine, Medford/Somerville 
Court Sacred Heart, Bradford  Court Maplewood, Malden 
Court Margaret, North Adams Court St. John Eudes, Hudson 
Ct Ausonia, Boston Ct O.L. of Presentation, Brighton Ct St. Bernadette, Framingham 
Court St. Joseph, Medway  Court St. Francis of Assisi, Braintree 
Ct O L of Lourdes, Brockton  Ct Queen of Peace, Foxboro Ct Stonehill College, Easton 
You should have all received the Regents List. If you did not please contact Carol Ghiloni at 
caghiloni@aol.com 
 
I only ask that you pray for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life. While we all know 
that we need new members, without our Chaplains and Spiritual Advisors we would just be like 
any secular order doing good works. If we don’t pray for vocations we will not have the priests 
and religious we need to guide us.  
Please remember to check out our new website www.masscatholicdaughters.org Send updates 
and pictures to jhobbs1@aol.com (Judi Shooter, Webmastress). 
 
God Bless from 
 
All of your State Board 
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